Introduction

VOLUME TWELVE of Life and Learning contains a selection of the many
fine papers (chosen by peer review) that were presented at the twelfth
annual conference of the University Faculty for Life. We are deeply
grateful for the kindly hospitality and the wonderful accommodations of
the Ave Maria Law School in Ypsilanti, Michigan.

Our sincere gratitude is due to Dean Bernard Dobranski, to our local
host at Ave Maria Law School, Prof. Richard S. Myers, to Sheri Ashley
and Meg Castro of the Ave Maria Law School staff who handled the
arrangements there with unfailing courtesy and grace, and to the Program
Chair, Prof. Keith Cassidy of the University of Guelph. We would also
like to thank all the benefactors who have supported our organization and
made possible its annual meetings as well as the publication of its
newsletter and of its annual volume of proceedings. Without their
generous contributions this meeting would not have been possible.

The papers in this volume are grouped under five headings,
beginning with the essays on various social and political questions (Stith,
Fox-Genovese, Beckwith, Pisciotta, and Reardon). There are two papers
(Bowring, Collett) on highly technical perspectives on certain neo-natal
issues, as well as two (Conley, Pruss) that bring special philosophical
acumen to bear, and two (Moreland, Koloze) that range broadly over the
problems of the life issues in relation to the Academy. The volume
closes with papers on questions of theology and spirituality (Kurz,
Fehring-McGraw, Sherrod, Fedoryka, Lowery, Strahan).

Finally, let me offer special thanks to Prof. Carol Nevins Abromaitis
of Loyola College (Baltimore) and to Rev. John J. Conley, S.J. of the
Philosophy Department at Fordham for their invaluable help in the
preparation of this volume.
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