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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

Senior Counsel
Americans United for Life (May 2017-present)

Senior attorney focusing on strategic legislative and litigation special projects, including legal
research, publishing, and development

Principal author of U.S. Supreme Court amicus briefs in N.O.W. v. Scheidler, June Medical
Services v. Russo, and Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization

Acting President & Senior Counsel
Americans United for Life (February 2016-April 2017)

Senior Counsel
Americans United for Life (August 2008-January 2016)

Senior attorney focusing on strategic legislative and litigation special projects, including legal
writing and publishing, and development



mailto:clarke.forsythe@aul.org

President
Americans United for Life (AUL) (February 2007-August 2008)

Strengthened finances of non-profit and secured new foundation support; ended 2007-2008 fiscal
year with surplus of $44,000 on income of $1.4 million

Director, Project in Law & Bioethics
Americans United for Life (AUL) (February 2004-January 2007)

First director of new project to change the law, and influence public debate, on bioethical issues
by publishing books and scholarly and popular articles, and drafting model legislation; assisted
publication of The Cost of Choice (Encounter Books 2004); worked with new President to boost
annual organizational income beyond $1.2 million in 2005; published three articles (listed below);
numerous publications in newspapers and online.

President
Americans United for Life (AUL) (May 1995 to January 2004)

Vice President & General Counsel
Americans United for Life (AUL) (October 1990-April 1995)

Directed legal department which conducts public interest and constitutional litigation, drafts and
reviews model legislation, conducts quantitative research on policy issues, and advices federal,
state and local officials; managed and drafted legislation and analysis for federal and state
legislators;

Co-counsel for parties in three U.S. Supreme Court cases (N.O.W. v. Scheidler, 510 U.S. 249
(1994) (First Amendment protest and RICO); Bowen v. Kendrick, 487 U.S. 589 (1988)
(constitutionality of federal program under Establishment Clause); Diamond v. Charles, 476 U.S.
54 (1986) (constitutionality of state legislation; standing));

Managed and participated in state and federal litigation on issues involving constitutional,
statutory, and regulatory issues, including federal procedure, torts, right of privacy, health care,
RICO, state and federal criminal law, attorney’s fees;

Argued before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, the U.S. District Court, the lllinois
Supreme Court, and the lllinois Appellate Court;

Author of briefs for amicus curiae in several U.S. Supreme Court cases and 20+ state and federal
cases throughout the country.

General Counsel
Americans United for Life (AUL), Chicago (October 1988-October 1990)

Staff Counsel
Americans United for Life (AUL), Chicago (February 1985-September 1988)

In-House Counsel
L.W. Biegler, Inc., Chicago, IL (March 1984-February 1985)
Monitored litigation on E&O policies involving lawyers, insurance agents, real estate agents



Attorney, Private practice, Homewood, IL (November 1983-March 1984)
General practice

TEACHING:

Adjunct Professor of Bioethics at Trinity International University, Deerfield, IL (2013-2018)

Teaching public policy courses (BE 5499, BE 5500) in the Masters Degree Program in
Bioethics.

SCHOLARLY PUBLICATIONS:

Books

Clarke D. Forsythe & Alexandra DeSanctis, Pushing Roe v. Wade Over the Brink (2023)

Clarke D. Forsythe, Abuse of Discretion: The Inside Story of Roe v. Wade (Encounter Books
2013) (cited by the U.S. Supreme Court in its majority opinion in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization (2022))

Clarke D. Forsythe, Politics for the Greatest Good: The Case for Prudence in the Public Square
(InterVarsity Press 2009)

Articles

Clarke Forsythe, The Wisdom of Federalism After Dobbs, 39 Notre Dame J. Law, Ethics & Pub.
Pol. 76 (2025) (Special Issue)

Forsythe & McDonnell, The States’ Response to Dobbs, 39 Notre Dame J. Law, Ethics & Pub.
Pol. 171 (2025)

Clarke D. Forsythe, What Will Settle Dobbs? A Review of Lee Bollinger & Geoffrey Stone, eds.,
Roe v. Dobbs: The Past, Present and Future of a Constitutional Right to Abortion, 25 Federalist
Society Review 364 (November 2024)

Clarke D. Forsythe & Donna Harrison, M.D., State Regulation of Chemical Abortion After
Dobbs, 16 Liberty U. L. Rev. 377 (2022)

Clarke D. Forsythe & Regina Maitlen, Stare Decisis, Settled Precedent, and Roe v. Wade: An
Introduction, 34 Regent U. L. Rev. 385 (2022)

Forsythe, Legal Criticism & Unsettled Precedent: A Survey of Judicial & Scholarly Criticism of
Roe v. Wade since 1973, SSRN (2022)

Forsythe & Morrison, Stare Decisis, Workability, and Roe v. Wade: An Introduction, 18 Ave
Maria L. Rev. 48 (2020)

Forsythe, A Draft Opinion Overruling Roe v. Wade, 16 Geo. J.L. & Pub. Pol'y 445 (2018)



Clarke D. Forsythe & Keith Arago, Roe v. Wade & the Legal Implications of State Constitutional
“Personhood” Amendments, 30 Notre Dame Journal of Law, Ethics and Public Policy 273
(2016)

Forsythe, The Medical Assumption at the Foundation of Roe v. Wade and Its Implications for
Women'’s Health, 71 Wash. & Lee L. Rev. 827 (2014) (reprinted in the Fall 2014 issue of Issues
in Law & Medicine)

Forsythe & Kehr, A Road Map Through the Supreme Court’s Back Alley, 57 Villanova L. Rev. 45
(2012) (reprinted in the Fall 2018 issue of Issues in Law & Medicine), available at:
https://digitalcommons.law.villanova.edu/cqi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1299&context=vir

Forsythe & Presser, Restoring Self-Government on Abortion: A Federalism Amendment, 10
Texas Rev. of Law & Pol. 301 (2006)

Forsythe, Protecting Unconscious, Medically-Dependent Persons After Wendland & Schiavo, 22
Constitutional Commentary 475 (2005)

Forsythe & Presser, The Tragic Failure of Roe v. Wade: Why Abortion Should be Returned to the
States, 10 Texas Rev. of Law & Pol. 85 (2005)

Forsythe, Is it immoral to be prudent?, in Joseph W. Koterski, ed., Life and Learning XV:
Proceedings of the Fifteenth University Faculty for Life Conference (2006)

Forsythe, Human Cloning and the Constitution, 32 Val. U.L. Rev. 469 (1998) (cited in Jeter v.
Mayo Clinic Arizona, 1 CA-CV 04-0048 ((AZ. Ct. App. October 27, 2005)

Forsythe, The Incentives and Disincentives Created by Legalizing Physician-Assisted Suicide, 12
St. John’s J. Legal Commentary 680 (1997)

Forsythe, The Effective Enforcement of Abortion Law Before Roe v. Wade, chapter 12 in Stetson,
ed., The Silent Subject: Reflections on the Unborn in American Culture (Praeger 1996)

Forsythe, The Historical Origins of Broad Federal Habeas Review Reconsidered, 70 Notre Dame
Law Review 1079 (1995) (cited by Ingram v. Wayne County, No. 22-1262 (6" Cir. 2023) (Thapar,
J., concurring))

Forsythe, The Effective Enforcement of Abortion Law Before Roe v. Wade, in Brad Stetson, ed.,
The Silent Subject: Reflections on the Unborn in American Culture (Praeger 1996)

Grant & Forsythe, From Natural Death to Aid-in-Dying: Reflections on the American Judicial
Experience, in R. Misbin, ed., Euthanasia: The Good of the Patient, The Good of Society
(University Publishing Group 1992)

Cunningham & Forsythe, Is Abortion the First Right for Women?: Some Consequences of Legal
Abortion, chapter 4 in J. Butler & D. Walbert, eds., Abortion, Medicine and the Law (4" ed. 1992)

Forsythe, The Legacy of Oliver Wendell Holmes, 69 U. Detroit Mercy L. Rev. 677 (1992) (double
book review)


https://digitalcommons.law.villanova.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1299&context=vlr

Forsythe, A Legal Strategy to Overturn Roe v. Wade After Webster: Some Lessons from Lincoln,
1991 Brigham Young U. Law Rev. 519

Rosenblum & Forsythe, The Right to Assisted Suicide: Protection of Autonomy or an Open Door
to Social Killing? 6 Issues in Law & Med. 3 (1990)

Forsythe, The Tradition of Interpretavism in Constitutional Interpretation, 22 Val. U.L. Rev. 217
(1987) (book review)

Horan, Forsythe & Grant, Two Ships Passing in the Night: An Interpretavist Review of the White-
Stevens Colloquy on Roe v. Wade, 6 St. Louis U. Pub. L. Rev. 229 (1987)

Forsythe, Homicide of the Unborn Child: The Born Alive Rule and Other Legal Anachronisms, 21
Val. U.L. Rev. 563 (1987) (favorably relied on by at least 7 state supreme or appellate courts;
cited in at least 25 law review articles, and 64 ALR5th 671, 675 (1998))

Grant & Forsythe, The Plight of the Last Friend: Legal Issues for Physicians and Nurses in
Providing Nutrition and Hydration, 2 Issues in Law & Med. 277 (1987)

LEGISLATIVE TESTIMONY:

Testimony in Support of the Hyde Amendment and Other Appropriation Riders before House
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies of the
House Committee on Appropriations, March 23, 2023 (at request of committee)

Testimony Against House Bill 6205, the State’s Freedom of Choice (FOCA) bill, before the Human
Services Committee of the lllinois House of Representatives, March 10, 2010

Testimony on fetal homicide legislation, Hartford, Connecticut (2006)

Testimony on Human Cloning and the Constitution Before the Subcommittee on Science,
Technology & Space of the U.S. Senate Commerce Committee, May 2, 2001

Testimony on the Incentives and Disincentives Created by Legalizing Assisted Suicide Before
Committee of the Judiciary of the lllinois House of Representatives, August 28, 1997

POPULAR PUBLICATIONS:

My articles on legal and public policy issues have been published in the Wall Street Journal,
Newsweek, Los Angeles Times, Philadelphia Inquirer, Public Discourse, Washington Times, First
Things, National Review, National Review Online (NRO), The Daily Signal, and other newspapers
and magazines, including e.g.,:

Forsythe, The Wrong Tool for Protecting Women from Abortion, National Review, September 22,
2025,
https://www.nationalreview.com/2025/09/the-wrong-tool-for-protecting-women-from-abortion/

Forsythe, Align Abortion Law with Majority Support, National Review, July 23, 2024,

Forsythe, The Personhood Myth, National Review, February 2024


https://www.nationalreview.com/2025/09/the-wrong-tool-for-protecting-women-from-abortion/

Forsythe, Congress funds coercion when it funds abortion, NRO, July 16, 2023
https://www.nationalreview.com/2023/07/congress-funds-coercion-when-it-funds-abortions/

Forsythe, A Culture of Life Requires Turning the Other Cheek, Public Discourse, March 2023

Forsythe, What Justice Alito’s Draft Opinion Overlooked, NRO, June 22, 2022, Justice Alito’s
Draft Dobbs Opinion: What It Overlooked | National Review

Forsythe, Unsettled: Why the Roe precedent should be overturned, National Review, November
29, 2021, at 24.

Forsythe, Roe has never been a settled precedent, Newsweek, July 30, 2021,
https://www.newsweek.com/roe-v-wade-has-never-been-settled-precedent-opinion-
1614026?utm term=Autofeed&utm medium=Social&utm source=Twitter##{Echobox=162763972
4

Forsythe, Democracy is the Issue in the Mississippi Abortion Case, Wall Street Journal, May 19,
2021, at A__, Democracy Is the Issue in the Mississippi Abortion Case - WSJ

Forsythe, The Supreme Court Has Failed as the National Abortion Control Board, January 29,
2021, https://www.dailysignal.com/2021/01/29/the-supreme-court-has-failed-in-its-role-as-the-
national-abortion-control-board/

Forsythe, Why Roe v. Wade Is Still Unsettled at 48, National Review Online, January 22, 2021,
Roe v. Wade at 48: Still Unsettled Law | National Review

Forsythe, The 2016 and 2020 Senate votes are about the same thing: constitutionalist judges,
The Hill, October 16, 2020, https://thehill.com/opinion/judiciary/521256-the-2016-and-2020-
senate-votes-are-about-the-same-thing-constitutionalist?rnd=1602789969

Forsythe, Why Judge Barrett doesn’t know whether she would overturn precedent, National
Review, October 11, 2020, https://www.nationalreview.com/2020/10/why-judge-barrett-doesnt-
know-whether-she-would-overturn-precedent/

Forsythe, Chief Justice Roberts Keeps Roe v. Wade Unsettled, CNS News, September 17, 2002
https://cnsnews.com/commentary/clarke-d-forsythe/chief-justice-roberts-keeps-roe-v-wade-
unsettled

Forsythe, The Court’s Abortion-Affirming Decisions aren'’t as settled as some say, The Federalist,
August 14, 2020

Forsythe, One Step Back, Two Steps Forward: A Road Map Through June Medical, National
Review Online, July 15, 2020

Forsythe, Why the Declaration Still Matters For All Americans, National Review Online, July 4,
2020

Forsythe, Protecting Unborn Children is no “Cosmic Question,” Wall Street Journal, September
24,2019

Forsythe, The Smart Way to Overturn Roe v. Wade, Wall Street Journal, July 22, 2019


https://www.nationalreview.com/2023/07/congress-funds-coercion-when-it-funds-abortions/
https://www.nationalreview.com/bench-memos/what-justice-alitos-draft-opinion-overlooked/
https://www.nationalreview.com/bench-memos/what-justice-alitos-draft-opinion-overlooked/
https://www.newsweek.com/roe-v-wade-has-never-been-settled-precedent-opinion-1614026?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1627639724
https://www.newsweek.com/roe-v-wade-has-never-been-settled-precedent-opinion-1614026?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1627639724
https://www.newsweek.com/roe-v-wade-has-never-been-settled-precedent-opinion-1614026?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1627639724
https://www.wsj.com/articles/democracy-is-the-issue-in-the-mississippi-abortion-case-11621442926?mod=opinion_lead_pos6
https://www.dailysignal.com/2021/01/29/the-supreme-court-has-failed-in-its-role-as-the-national-abortion-control-board/
https://www.dailysignal.com/2021/01/29/the-supreme-court-has-failed-in-its-role-as-the-national-abortion-control-board/
https://www.nationalreview.com/2021/01/why-roe-v-wade-is-still-unsettled-at-48/
https://thehill.com/opinion/judiciary/521256-the-2016-and-2020-senate-votes-are-about-the-same-thing-constitutionalist?rnd=1602789969
https://thehill.com/opinion/judiciary/521256-the-2016-and-2020-senate-votes-are-about-the-same-thing-constitutionalist?rnd=1602789969
https://www.nationalreview.com/2020/10/why-judge-barrett-doesnt-know-whether-she-would-overturn-precedent/
https://www.nationalreview.com/2020/10/why-judge-barrett-doesnt-know-whether-she-would-overturn-precedent/
https://cnsnews.com/commentary/clarke-d-forsythe/chief-justice-roberts-keeps-roe-v-wade-unsettled
https://cnsnews.com/commentary/clarke-d-forsythe/chief-justice-roberts-keeps-roe-v-wade-unsettled

Forsythe, Three Years after the Supreme Court’s last abortion case, NRO, July 2, 2019

Forsythe, ‘Heartbeat’ bills may be the Abortion Laws /east likely to attract Supreme Court review,
NRO, May 9, 2019

Linton & Forsythe, The Equal Rights Amendment is Deader than Marley’s Ghost, NRO, May 1,
2019

Forsythe, Originalism, the Right to Life, and Judicial Nominees, NRO, March 7, 2019
Forsythe, The Supreme Court Sows Confusion about Abortion Law, NRO, March 21, 2018
Forsythe, Chile legalizes abortion, but rightly rejects Roe v. Wade logic, The Hill, September 8,

2017, https://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/healthcare/34984 1-chile-legalizes-abortion-but-
rightly-rejects-roe-v-wade-logic

Forsythe, What will happen when Roe v. Wade is Overturned?, NRO, Nov. 23, 2016
Forsythe, The Most Popular Pro-Life Law, NRO, Oct 28, 2016

Forsythe, Is Roe Unraveling?, Philadelphia Inquirer, Sunday, June 26, 2016
Forsythe, How the Next President Can Protect Life, NRO, June 20, 2016

Forsythe, Punishing Women For Abortion—Trump Contradicts Centuries of Legal Experience,
NRO, April 1, 2016

Forsythe, The Historical Roots of Abortion Law, NRO, June 17, 2015
Thorp & Forsythe, The unhealthy state of abortion statistics, Washington Times, April 30, 2015

Forsythe, What the Mexican health system is doing right—protecting women’s health and limiting
abortion, The Blaze, February 26, 2015

Forsythe, A Five-Month Abortion Limit Would Protect Women’s Health, The Federalist, February
15, 2015

Forsythe, “The Growing Cracks in Roe v. Wade,” Washington Times, January 22, 2014, p. B4
Forsythe, Why Won't the Supreme Court Hear Abortion Cases? NRO, January 13, 2014

Forsythe, US Appeals Court eases the burden on Texas to Enact Abortion Safety Regulations,
NRO, Nov 5, 2013

Forsythe, Progress After Casey, NRO, June 29, 2012
Forsythe & Harrison, How Safe is this Elective Surgery? NRO, June 14, 2011

Forsythe, Kagan’s Slippery Abortion Amendment, NRO, June 30, 2010


https://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/healthcare/349841-chile-legalizes-abortion-but-rightly-rejects-roe-v-wade-logic
https://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/healthcare/349841-chile-legalizes-abortion-but-rightly-rejects-roe-v-wade-logic

Forsythe, Feingold and Kagan on the Doe ‘Health’ Exception, Nat'| Rev.Online (NRO) (June 29,
2010), https://www.nationalreview.com/bench-memos/feingold-and-kagan-doe-health-exception-
clarke-d-forsythe/.

Forsythe, Is Kagan’s Idea of Judicial Restraint Merely Internal? NRO, June 29, 2010

Forsythe, Overemphasis on Abortion in Confirmation Hearings: A Response to Adam Liptak,
NRO, June 28, 2010

Forsythe, The Blackmun Myth, NRO, September 16, 2009
Forsythe, An Aborted History, NRO, November 8, 2006

Forsythe, Supreme Opportunity: Will the Court fix its abortion mess? National Review online,
November 30, 2005

Forsythe, Breaking the Rules: The Framers Intended no more than a Senate majority to approve
judges, National Review online, May 17, 2005

Forsythe, A Pro-Life Mistake, National Review Online, December 16, 2004

William P. Clark & Forsythe, Prop 71: A Bad Investment in a Budget Crisis, San Luis Obispo
Tribune, Oct 25, 2004

Forsythe, George W. Truman, Human Life Review (Spring 2004)

Forsythe, Let the People Decide, chapter in Wagner ed., Back to the Drawing Board: The Future
of the Prolife Movement (2003)

Forsythe, An Unnecessary Evil, First Things (February 2003)
Forsythe, First Steps: A New Strategy for Pro-lifers, National Review (December 20, 1999)

Forsythe, Abortion is Not a “Necessary Evil”: Why Americans Oppose abortion but want to keep
it legal, Christianity Today, May 24, 1999

Forsythe, A New Strategy, Human Life Review, vol. XXV, No. 4 (Fall 1999), pp. 15-27
Forsythe, Doing What Can Be Done, First Things, December 1995

Forsythe, Abortion Laws: A Report from the States, Wall Street Journal, August 9, 1995, at A9
CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION, OTHER PRESENTATIONS & MEDIA:

“The Medical Myth at the Foundation of Roe v. Wade,” Panelist at Stanford Law School
Conference, “Roe at 40: What We Have Learned,” March 7, 2013.

TV interviews on Fox News Sunday, Chicago Tonight, PBS-Frontline, C-Span’s Washington
Journal, and numerous radio and print interviews; work featured in page one story in Wall Street
Journal, November 30, 2005


https://www.nationalreview.com/bench-memos/feingold-and-kagan-doe-health-exception-clarke-d-forsythe/
https://www.nationalreview.com/bench-memos/feingold-and-kagan-doe-health-exception-clarke-d-forsythe/

Have taught classes at Hillsdale College, Wheaton (IL) College, Taylor University, Trinity
International University, and other colleges and universities, and spoken to audiences at
Marquette University, Notre Dame Law School, Valparaiso University Law School, Ave Maria Law
School, University of Nebraska at Lincoln Law School, Temple University Law School

AWARDS:

University Faculty for Life’s Rupert & Timothy Smith Award for Distinguished Contributions to Pro-
Life Scholarship (2025)

The William Bentley Ball Life and Religious Liberty Defense Award from the Christian Legal
Society (2023)

Human Life Review (2014)

EDUCATION:

M.A. in Bioethics (magna cum laude 2006)
Trinity International University, Deerfield, IL

Juris Doctor (1983)
Valparaiso University School of Law, Valparaiso, IN
Merit Scholarship recipient all three years

Bachelor of Arts, Political Science (1980)
Allegheny College, Meadville, PA
Alden Scholar

Personal: Married 44 years, father of five daughters



